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ROSE & BERRY Tawada- A full-time
housewife has changed a barren quarry into
a wonderful land complete with gardens, an
organic farm, a restaurant, and a café in
Maibara, Shiga, in Japan.

I was interested in ROSE & BERRY Tawada
because I had heard a housewife, Eriko
Osawa, had changed a barren quarry into a
wonderful land with flowers, plants, and
trees.

Her story was once before reported in this
quarterly in Nov. in 2011, soon after the
place opened as ROSE & BERRY Tawada.
This time, we were able to listen to Mrs.
Osawa’ s story again almost three years
later.

In her book, “Watashi-no-Tawada Monoga
tari,” published in Aug. 2011, she wrote she
had been thinking about doing something to
define her personal identity when her
children grew up and needed to be watched
less.

In the book she also says that the reason she
chose to create a place like ROSE & BERRY
Tawada is because during her childhood she
used to help her father with gardening. He
loved flowers as though they were his
children, and by living in a rural area she
had grown up with family members who
really enjoyed devising various ideas of
cooking; such surroundings lead her to this
work.

As a matter of fact, thirty years ago when
Mrs. Osawa lived in the rural area, it was
not rare for people to think that it was not a
good thing for women to work outside, and
that they should stay inside. Because of
that, Mrs. Osawa had no experience working
outside before she began ROSE & BERRY

58

Tawada. As a result, she experienced
various kinds of difficulties and has spent
the past three years figuring out how to
grow her business in the right direction.

The first year was especially hard: when she
had opened the place she realized there
were a lot of points to reconsider, so when
winter came and she was able to close the
place for the season, she felt relieved. She
still had a lot to overcome. Mrs. Osawa
remained tough and never gave up,
persevering through each new setback.
These experiences reminded her that her
spirit was a survivor. She humbly added, “I
cannot say very much because there are
more people who have overcome tougher
hardship than me.”

She concluded that reflecting past three
years, it was her pleasure that she was able
to get a forward-looking attitude through
overcoming hardship.

She also added with modesty, “If I stayed at
home, I could never experience such
feelings. I am supported by various kinds of
people and through this experience I feel |

DED),

know the real meaning of ‘thankfulness’.

Though there was no slide show to go with
her speech, I felt that it made the audience
concentrate more on the points she wanted
to convey most. Her simple, humble, and
natural speech allowed us to understand her
experiences as it really was.

In her restaurant, we enjoyed a smorgasbord
-style lunch. All of the food was organically
grown in circular agriculture system.

ROSE & Berry Tawada is only 10 min. from
Maibara Station, and if I have a chance, |
would like to visit the cafe next time!
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